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Friends,  here's  a  list  of  headlines  that  let  you  know  what's  in 
today's  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration: 

1.  Woman  Commits  Suicide  After  Taking  Reducing  Drug. 

2.  Manufacturer  of  Filthy  Butter  Sent  to  Jail. 

3.  Salmon  Packer  Laments  Fact  that  Federal  Inspector  Visited 
Cannery  at  the  Wrong  Time. 

h.     Medicine  from  Hong  Kong,   China,   "Tam  Tat  Tong  Diabetes  Pills," 
Denied  Entry  to  United  States. 


The  first  item  concerns  the  unfortunate  victim  who  took  reducing 
tablets  containing  the  dangerous  drug,  dinitrophenol  (dye-nye-tro-f ee-nol) . 

Quoting  directly:     "Dinitrophenol  continues  to  exact  its  toll.  From 
the  Cincinnati  Station  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  comes  the  story 
of  a  woman  about  56  years  of  age,  engaged  in  operating  a  restaurant,  who 
bought  tablets  from  a  local  drug  store  to  correct  overweight.     No  prescrip- 
tion was  necessary*   she  merely  asked  her  druggist  for  reducing  tablets. 
When  she  began  to  lose  her  eyesight  she  went  to  a  doctor.     By  that  time, 
however,  it  was  not  possible  to  restore  her  failing  sight.     She  became 
despondent,  and  after  being  nearly  blind  for  some  time  committed  suicide. 

"And  that' s  the  tragic  story  of  another  victim  of  dangerous  fat- 
reducing  drugs,  over  which  the  present  Food  and  Drugs  Act  has  no  control. 
All  that  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  can  do  at  present  is  to  warn  the 
public  that  such  products  are  dangerous,  and  that  they  should  never  be  used 
except  under  the  direction  of  a  competent  physician." 

Next,  from  the  New  Orleans  station,  we  have  the  report  of  a  packer 
fined  for  selling  butter  that  was  filthy,  and  low  in  fat  content.  Again 
quoting  directly:     "A  sentence  of  12  months  in  jail  and  a  fine  of  $6C0, 
imposed  on  a  packer  of  Lexington,  Mississippi,  reflects  the  seriousness 
with  which  the  Court  regards  the  shipment  of  filthy  and  low-fat  butter. 


R-HC 


-  2  - 


12/21/36 


This  case,  tried  by  a  jury  consisting  principally  of  farmers,  has  caused 
considerable  comment  in  Lexington.    The  "butter,  when  examined,  was  found 
to  contain  mold,  bits  of  wood,  dirt,  rubber,  and,   saving  your  feelings, 
other  things  I  shall  not   .mention.     The  creamery  that  shipped  the  butter 
has  an  unsavory  past  record.     I'm  sure  you'll  agree  with  me,"  says  our 
Washington  reporter,  "that  it's  a  good  thing  the  Court  does  regard  seriously 
the  shipping  of  filthy  butter. " 

Now  let's  visit  the  Seattle  Station,  where  the  packing  of  bad  salmon 
is  also  regarded  as  a  serious  matter.     Quoting  again:     "During  October, 
officials  of  the  Seattle  Station  seized  58,577  cases  of  canned  salmon. 
The  seized  product  came  from  all  parts  of  Alaska  and  for  the  most  part  was 
canned  during  the  last  week  of  the  packing  season,     The  condition  of  some 
of  the  goods  seized  showed  the  folly  of  hauling  fish  long  distances  to  the 
packing  plants.    Among  the  excuses  offered  for  the  packing  of  bad  salmon 
was  one  from  a  packer  who  stated  that  all  his  troubles  began  when  a  Federal 
inspector  visited  his  cannery  at  the  wrong  time.    The  packer  said  that  if 
the  Food  and  Drug  inspector  had  delayed  his  arrival  for  one  week,  he,  the 
packer,  wouldn't  have  gotten  into  trouble.     He  didn't  explain  just  how  the 
Government  inspector  was  responsible  for  the  packing  of  10,000  cases  of 
decidedly  bad  fish.     If  you  ask  me,"  says  our  correspondent,  "the  inspector 
arrived  in  the  nick  of  time  —  just  in  time  to  prevent  those  10,000  cans 
of  bad  fish  from  being  distributed  over  the  country  —  perhaps  reaching  our 
own  dinner  table, " 

Now  let's  leave  Seattle  and  go  over  to  Baltimore,  where  officials 
recently  denied  entry  to  a  shipment  of  Tarn  Tat  Tong  Diabetes  Pills  from 
Hong  Kong.     The  pills,  grossly  misbranded,  were  sent  to  a  Chinese  dealer 
in  Baltimore.     The  shipment  consisted  of  a  carton  containing  one  large, 
decorated  tin  can  holding  about  1,000  pills,  and  two  circulars.     There  was 
no  labeling  whatever  on  the  can,  but  the  circulars  and  the  pasteboard  carton 
carried  advertising,  mostly  in  the  Chinese  language.     The  pills  were  small, 
rather  irregularly  shaped,  round  and  black,   closely  resembling  grains  of 
black  pepper.     The  following  statement  appeared  on  the  carton  and  in  the 
advertising  circular: 

"These  pills  are  prescribed  by  Doctors  and  are  universally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  most  effective  remedy  for  'Diabetes'  every  tin  bears  the 
mark  thus  and  is  there  for  your  protection  and  denotes  the  genuine  article. 

"MORBOSITY.     Several  meals  a  day  is  still  not  satisfied.  Drink 
pounds  of  water  even  at  cold  weather.    .  . 

"DIRECTION.     Three  times  daily  IOC  pills  at  a  time  taken  with  hot 
water  and  take  a  diet  in  avoidance  from  fishes  and/or  fried  food  while  taking 
these  pills . " 

"To  all  of  which,"  comments  our  correspondent,   "I  say  'Tush'. 
Medical  science  has  not  yet  found  any  drug  cure  for  diabetes.     This  story 
of  the  Tam  Tat  Tong  Diabetes  tills  reminds  me  of  Gopal  Bindu,  the  alleged 
cure-all  from  India,  also  recently  denied  entry  at  the  port  of  Baltimore 
because  of  'gross  misbranding.'   .   .   .     Well,   if  there  were  no  Federal  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  to  protect  us,   I  suppose  some  of  us  might  be  fooled  into  buy- 
ing such  worthless  remedies  as  Gopal  Bindu  and  Tam  Tat  Tong  pills,"  concludes 
our  official  correspondent  with  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 


